Ten Days That Shook the World
By John Reed
Conjecture what each quote means:
o “So, with the crash of artillery, in the dark, with hatred, and fear, and reckless daring, new Russia was
being born.”
o “I suddenly realized that the devout Russian people no longer needed priests to pray them into heaven.
On earth they were building a kingdom more bright than any heaven had to offer, and for which it was a
glory to die….”
o “Carlyle, in his French Revolution, has described the French people as distinguished above all others by
their faculty of standing in queue. Russia had accustomed herself to the practice, begun in the reign of
Nicholas the Blessed as long ago as 1915, and from then continued intermittently until the summer of
1917, when it settled down as the regular order of things.”
o “The ladies of the minor bureaucratic set took tea with each other in the afternoon, carrying each her
little gold or silver or jewelled sugar-box, and half a loaf of bread in her muff, and wished that the Tsar
were back, or that the Germans would come, or anything that would solve the servant problem…. The
daughter of a friend of mine came home one afternoon in hysterics because the woman street-car
conductor had called her "Comrade!”
o “Out on the Nevsky, in the deepening dusk, a long double file of cyclists came riding, guns slung on
their shoulders. They halted, and the crowd pressed in and deluged them with questions. "Who are you?
Where do you come from?" asked a fat old man with a cigar in his mouth. "Twelfth Army. From the
front. We came to support the Soviets against the damn' bourgeoisie!”
o “Imagine this struggle being repeated in every barracks of the city, the district, the whole front, all
Russia. Imagine the sleepless Krylenkos, watching the regiments, hurrying from place to place, arguing,
threatening, entreating. And then imaging the same in all the locals of every labor union, in the factories,
the villages, on the battle-ships of the far-flung Russian fleets; think of the hundreds of thousands of
Russian men staring up at speakers all over the vast country, workmen, peasants, soldiers, sailors, trying
so hard to understand and to choose, thinking so intensely-and deciding so unanimously at the end. So
was the Russian Revolution….”
o “In 1917 there were more than twelve million members of the Russian consumers’ Cooperative
societies; and the Soviets themselves are a wonderful demonstration of their organizing genius.
Moreover, there is probably not a people in the world so well educated in Socialist theory and its
practical application.”
o “Instead of being a destructive force, it seems to me that the Bolsheviki were the only party in Russia
with a constructive program and the power to impose it on the country.”
o “The Federated Republic of Europe--the United States of Europe--that is what must be. National
autonomy no longer suffices. Economic evolution demands the abolition of national frontiers. If Europe
is to remain split into national groups, then Imperialism will recommence its work. Only a Federated
Republic of Europe can give peace to the world...But without the action of the European masses, these
ends cannot be realized...now.”
o “IN the relations of a weak Government and a rebellious people there comes a time when every act of
the authorities exasperates the masses, and every refusal to act excites their contempt….”

